
New Years
Resolutions

Writing Project

S1 • S2 • S3

G2-5

Plan, write, publish your story in Build My Story



Mini-Lesson

While you watch…

S1 • S2 • S3

What was your highlight
last year?
Think of one goal you have
this year.

Click For Video

https://youtu.be/2RWADe_tqnQ?si=LrumZtRVMB1_69Ae


Session 1
Brainstorm and Plan your story

S1

G2-5



Learning Objectives
I can think of 3+ ideas and pick my best one.

I can sort my ideas in the boxes to make a plan.

I can listen to a partner and add one helpful suggestion.

S1



Your teacher will hand out a worksheet
Think about last year and what you
learned
 Choose one goal for this year
 Think: 

Why is this goal important to you?
What steps will help you reach it?

S1

Plan your journey



Choose one idea

Dream as big or as little as you

like, its your journey!

Dream BIG!



Use the Brainstorm sheet
Words or quick sketches
Use your senses
Fill the page

S1

Brainstorm your ideas
Use the word
bank to help

You get 10 minutes



• What is your goal?

• What might be challenging?

• When do you want to reach it?

Turn to the person next to you and ask...

You get 2 minutes



Who I Am Now?
Beginning

What Happened
Last Year?

Reflect ion

What Do I Want to
Achieve?

Goal

How Will I  Get There?
Action Steps

What Do I Hope For?
Closing

S1

Your story shows your journey
You get 15 minutes
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• What is your goal?

• How do you hope the year ends, and how do you want

to feel?

You get 2 minutes

Turn to the person next to you and ask...



Name and age
Are they Human, Animal or Fictional
What colors are they wearing, do they
wear glasses
Looks and clothing
One memorable detail

You get 10 minutes

S1

Build your main character



Before you go – check
Goal and reason written?  
Action steps included?
Name on every sheet?

S1

Wrap Up & Next Time

Next time – your writing choices
Summary → Help me write (you’ll type what you wrote)
Full draft → Type it myself (aim for ≤ 200 words)

Please hand in
your amazing
work so far!



Learning Objectives
I can think of 3+ ideas and pick my best one.

I can sort my ideas in the boxes to make a plan.

I can listen to a partner and add one helpful suggestion.

S1



Session 2
Write Your Story

S1

G2-5



Learning Objectives
I can turn my plan into a draft.

I can use words like first / next / because to connect ideas.

I can add a detail so my writing is clearer.

S1



The 5-part story plan
Reminder

Who I Am Now?
Beginning

What Happened
Last Year?

Reflect ion

What Do I Want to
Achieve?

Goal

How Will I  Get There?
Action Steps

What Do I Hope For?
Closing

S1
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S2

Choose your path

Story Summary
(4–6 sentences)

Full Draft 
(About 500 words)

Only as much as you can do

OR

Either path is great — pick the one that helps you do your best

PATH A PATH B



S2

Path A: Story Summary — 4–6 sentences
1) Where Am I Now
2) My Reflection
3) My Goal
4) Steps I’ll Take
5) My Closing



S2

Example Story Summary 1

1) I’m 9 years old, and last year was busy but exciting for me.

2) One thing I learned last year was how to stay calm when work feels hard. 

3) My goal this year is to get better at reading longer books.

4) I will practice every day and ask for help when I need it.

5) At the end of the year, I hope to feel proud and confident.



S2

Example Story Summary 2

1) I am a student who worked hard last year, even when things were tricky.

2) Last year taught me that mistakes help me learn.

3) My goal this year is to be more organized with my schoolwork.

4) I will use a planner and clean my desk each week.

5) I hope the year ends with me feeling proud of my progress.



Path B: Full Draft - About 500 words

• Around 500 words total - do as much or as little as you can!
• Short sentences
• Use this order:
Me, Now → Reflection → Goal → Action Steps → Closing

S2



Draft guide
 • Where I am now — 2–3 lines
 • My reflection — 2–3 lines
 • My goal — 3–5 lines
 • Action steps — 2–3 lines
 • My closing — 2–3 lines

S2

Write on the worksheet page by
page. Think about the 5 part
structure you used in planning



Show, don’t tell

Tell → I felt proud of myself.
Show → I smiled, stood taller, and kept going.
Tell → Last year was hard.
Show → My hands shook, but I finished anyway.
Swap one “tell” for a “show.”

S2



Write Time!
You get 20 minutes

S2

Use the word bank to help

Summary path: finish 5 sentences.

Draft path: aim for 300-500 words.

Tip: Use 2–3 linking words.



Swap your worksheet with the person
next to you

You get 2 minutes

3 quick checks (circle or say Yes/No)
1) Does it follow the 5 parts?  Me, Now → Reflection → Goal → Action Steps → Closing
2) Are there 2–3 linking words?  (first, next, then, after that, because, so, finally…)
3) Is there one “show, don’t tell” sentence?

Fix one thing, then put your name on your work.



I can turn my plan into a draft.

I can use words like first / next / because to connect ideas.

I can add a detail so my writing is clearer.

Learning Objectives

S1



Session 3
Build Your Story

S3

G2-5



I can revise my draft story to make it clearer

I can fix capitals, punctuation, and spelling.

I can type my story and give it a great title.

I can publish a book!

I can make an AI picture

Learning Objectives

S1



Sign in

Your teacher will help with usernames or Clever or Google Classroom

Open Build My Story Tap Kid to sign in Log in using username

1 2 3

S3



Set up your book

 Type your main

character’s name
Choose your

reading level

(ask if unsure)
Pick your picture

style

1 2
3

Click Continue
4

S3



Choose how to write
Path A Path B

Help me write — paste your summary Type it myself — type your story

S3



Help me write — paste your summary

Paste your 4–6

sentence

summary

Choose Story

Type Choose Writing Style

Choose

Language

1

2
3

4

Click Continue
5

S3



Type it myself
Type into the 11 pages

Remember:
Beginning → Build-up → BIG
moment → Fixing it → Ending

Use 2–3 linking words

Click Continue2

1

S3



Build your character

Upload a drawing

OR

A picture of a character OR Click ‘Continue without

uploading character’
S3



Build your character
Choose Character Type:

Human, Animal or Fictional1

Click ‘Generate New Character’4

Age or character type if

its an animal or fictional2
Type character appearance.3 What does the character look like?

S3



Build your character
Click to view all of the

characters you have made

S3



Edit Your Book Until You Are Happy!

Edit Your Title

Edit Author Name

Scroll and Read your

amazing story!

S3



How to edit text

Click ‘Edit Text’ Type, Edit and ‘Update Text’

S3



How to edit Images

Click ‘Edit Image’ Type in your Image Prompt

What is an image prompt? → S3



What is a good image prompt?
What’s a prompt?
It’s the sentence that tells the app what to draw on this page.

Your main character stays the same—you change the action, place, and details.

The 4 Magic Parts (A-P-O-M)
Action – what is the character doing?

Place – where is it happening?

Objects – 1–2 things to include (props).

Mood/Time – how it feels (cozy, windy) or when (evening, rainy).

S3



Quick Example Image Prompts
Good Prompt
“The student writes goals at a desk in the evening; a notebook is open, a calendar is

nearby, and the room feels calm and hopeful.”

Not Good Prompt
“The student at a desk.”

Why is this not a good prompt? Put your hand up
Remember The 4 Magic Parts (A-P-O-M) 
Action + Place + Objects + Mood/Time

S3



Action – No Action

Place – “Desk”

Objects – No Objects

Mood/Time – No Mood/Time

The bad prompt has not passed

the 4 magic parts!

Why is this a bad prompt?
Not Good Prompt
“The student at a desk.”

S3



Action — “Writes goals”

 Place — “At a desk”

 Objects — “Notebook”, “Calendar”

 Mood/Time — “Evening”, “Hopeful”

Why is this a good prompt?
Good Prompt
“The student writes goals at a desk in the evening; a notebook is open, a calendar is

nearby, and the room feels calm and hopeful.”

The good prompt has passed

the 4 magic parts!

And that’s how to use AI!

S3



Click ‘Select New Character’ Create or choose a new character

1
You can even add more characters!

Remember to change your image prompt with your new character!

Edit Image Prompt

2 3

S3



Click on the

Proof Read when you’re finished!

S3



I can revise my draft story to make it clearer

I can fix capitals, punctuation, and spelling.

I can type my story and give it a great title.

I can publish a book!

I can make an AI picture

Learning Objectives

S1



What is AI?
Optional Add On

S3

G2-5



The first question is...

What is A.I?

S3



What is A.I?  AI = Artificial Intelligence.
• It means computers learn patterns from lots of examples.

• Then they use those patterns to help us: recognize voices, suggest words, translate,

draw pictures from words, and chat.

That’s how your character was made!
S3



In Build My Story, AI can:
  – grow your summary into a story (Help me write)

  – make pictures from your prompt (Create new image)

AI is NOT a person. It has no feelings and can make mistakes. 

YOU are the author — check, edit, and choose what to keep.
Remember!

Be smart & kind online:

• Don’t share private info (full name, address, passwords).

• Ask an adult if something doesn’t look right.

Story Summary → Big Story

Image Prompt → 

S3


